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able portion of the proceeds of the " Land-cess," to
the purpose of elementary education. But, at the
very least I think we are bound to substitute educa-
tion for roads as the object for which the grant of
twelve lakhs is in future to be made.

6. It has been urged as an objection to this pro-
posal, that the twelve lakhs in question are given to
the Local Fund Boards by way of compensation for
the burden which was thrown upon them by Govern-
ment of maintaining the Trunk Roads. The answer
is that what is now proposed is not to take away
anything which we give to them, but to require them
to apply what we give them to another object, which
I consider more, and which most persons would con-
sider at least equally, beneficial to them. Under the
arrangements which I propose, Trunk Koads would be
maintained by the proceeds of local taxation ; and to
provide for this expense, it will be necessary to
diminish the expenditure to the same amount (that is,
to the amount of twelve lakhs) on local roads. But
on the other hand, primary education, which is an
object far more important than local roads, will be
provided for (so far as twelve lakhs will go) gratui-
tously by the Government. I may add that as a
matter of administration it is very usual in European
countries to throw upon local institutions the main-
tenance of Trunk Eoads.

7. I do not of course propose to give at once, and
without qualification or exception, the twelve lakhs
to the Local Circles, for Education instead of Eoads.
In some of them circumstances may be such that it